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cat breeding facilities, among 37 across the 
United States, for conservation. This legisla-
tion discriminates against smaller facilities that 
have safely worked to increase populations for 
rare and Endangered species. 

Additionally, like many other small conserva-
tion facilities, Tanganyika Wildlife Park was 
built privately with no government grants or 
funding. The Big Cat Public Safety Act is not 
about public safety; instead, it eliminates 
smaller operations that are saving animals’ 
lives while also providing unique educational 
experiences in communities across the coun-
try. 

Instead of fixing a problem, Democrats have 
once again introduced a one-size-fits-all bill 
that hurts smaller facilities instead of address-
ing problems with some bad actors. And 
they’ve abdicated their responsibility to lead 
the People’s House in a bipartisan manner 
when so many families and small businesses 
are hurting. 

It is ridiculous that we are voting on this bill 
rather than passing meaningful, common- 
sense measures to provide relief to Americans 
during our public health crisis. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 4, 2020 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Madam Speaker, I was 
not present to vote on passage of H.R. 1380 
on Thursday December 3, 2020. I wish to re-
flect my intentions had I been present to vote. 

Had I been present for roll call No. 232 on 
passage of H.R. 1380, the Big Cat Public 
Safety Act, I would have voted YEA. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER A. DeFAZIO 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 4, 2020 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, on Decem-
ber 3, I was unable to vote due to illness. Had 
I been present, I would have voted: on Roll 
Call Vote Number 229, On the Motion to Ad-
journ, I would have voted Nay; on Roll Call 
Vote Number 230, On Ordering the Previous 
Question to H. Res. 1244, I would have voted 
Aye; on Roll Call Vote Number 231, On 
Agreeing to the Resolution H. Res. 1244, I 
would have voted Aye; and on Roll Call Vote 
Number 232, On the Motion to Suspend the 
Rules and Pass, as Amended, H.R. 1380, the 
Big Cat Public Safety Act, I would have voted 
Aye. 

f 

RECOGNIZING COMMANDER MI-
CHAEL YUNKER AND HIS DEDI-
CATED SERVICE TO OUR GREAT 
NATION 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 4, 2020 

Mr. PERRY. Madam Speaker, I’m honored 
to recognize Commander Michael Yunker for 

his impeccable and tireless service to our 
great Country, upon his retirement on Decem-
ber 1, 2020, after 20 years of service in the 
United States Navy. 

Commander Yunker is the Operations Offi-
cer for the Navy Customer Facing Division, 
Customer Operations Directorate, Defense Lo-
gistics Agency Aviation. Previously, he served 
as the Division’s Director of Industrial Support 
and Naval Aviation Enterprise Action Officer. 
He has been a member of the DLA workforce 
since January 2018. 

Commander Yunker is a native of Aston, 
Pennsylvania. He earned a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Criminal Justice from 
Radford University, a Master of Arts in Na-
tional Security and Strategic Studies—to in-
clude an Operational Planner Certificate from 
the U.S. Naval War College—and a Master of 
Public Administration from the Pennsylvania 
State University. He is also a member of the 
Navy Acquisition Professional Community and 
is a Joint Specialty Officer. Commander 
Yunker’s operational tours include: Principal 
Assistant for Services and Stock Control Offi-
cer; USS Enterprise (CVN 65); Assistant Sup-
ply Officer, USS Ashland (LSD 48); and Base 
Command Group, Multi-National Forces-West 
Base Fuels and Environmental Compliance 
Officer, al-Asad, Iraq. 

As an Operations Officer, Commander 
Yunker’s daily focus is centered around oper-
ations for the near-and long-term readiness 
and sustainment of 21 various naval aviation 
airframe models and 11 nuclear aircraft car-
riers. He serves as the initial point of contact 
for all inquiries supporting naval air stations 
and nuclear aircraft carriers globally. He as-
sists the senior naval officer with service-re-
lated administrative tasks, to include: awards; 
fitness reports and evaluations; detailing; and 
any other duties as assigned/required. 

Commander Yunker’s prior shore assign-
ments include: Director, Strategic Planning/In-
ternal Review, Assistant Secretary of the Navy 
for Research, Development and Acquisition, 
Washington, D.C.; Joint Petroleum Officer and 
Logistics Planner, U.S. Strategic Command, 
Omaha, Nebraska; Midshipmen Disbursing Of-
ficer/Financial Advisor, Midshipmen Services 
Officer and Adjunct Instructor, U.S. Naval 
Academy, Annapolis; and Director, New Con-
struction Outfitting and In-Service Platform 
Manager Surface Ships, Naval Supply Sys-
tems Command Weapon Systems Support, 
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania. Commander 
Yunker’s military awards and recognitions in-
clude, but are not limited to: the Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal; Navy and Marine Corps 
Commendation Medal (five awards); Joint 
Service Achievement Medal; Navy and Marine 
Corps Achievement Medal (two awards); and 
various campaign and unit awards. 

Upon retirement, Commander Yunker plans 
to start a second career in addition to spend-
ing more time with his family. 

Madam Speaker, I’m humbled to recognize 
Commander Michael Yunker and, on behalf of 
the Citizens of the 10th Congressional District 
of Pennsylvania, thank him for his decades of 
dedicated and selfless service to our great Na-
tion both in times of peace and war. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 4, 2020 

Ms. LEE of California. Madam Speaker, on 
roll call vote 229, I was not present because 
I was unavoidably detained. Had I been 
present, I would have voted NAY on the mo-
tion to adjourn. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE-
MENT OF KAREN BIRD, EXECU-
TIVE DIRECTOR OF THE ALLI-
ANCE OF DEDICATED CANCER 
CENTERS 

HON. KATHERINE M. CLARK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 4, 2020 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize the retire-
ment of Karen Bird, Executive Director of the 
Alliance of Dedicated Cancer Centers (ADCC). 
As Executive Director, Karen represented the 
country’s leading cancer centers whose one 
and only mission is to defeat cancer. She 
worked tirelessly to communicate to Congress 
and the Administration the importance of the 
ADCC member institutions and what they do 
to improve patient treatment and to drive inno-
vative cancer research. Thanks in large part to 
Karen’s efforts, patients now have greater ac-
cess to lifesaving treatments such as CAR–T 
cell therapies. 

Prior to her work at the ADCC, Karen was 
Chief Financial Officer at the renowned Dana- 
Farber Cancer Institute where she succeeded 
in working with both physician leadership and 
senior executives to grow new ventures and 
programs. She developed a finance depart-
ment that was considered best in class and 
was able to help Dana-Farber respond quickly 
to the 2008 financial crisis with an integrated 
financial forecasting model that encompassed 
endowment, research, and patient care. 

Perhaps most importantly, Karen has gener-
ously served as a role model and mentor 
throughout her career, ensuring that the pipe-
line of talent in finance and especially for 
women—was amply filled and abundantly 
qualified. 

It is a great honor to represent Karen Bird 
and her lifetime commitment to advancing our 
nation’s understanding of the causes, preven-
tion, diagnosis, treatment, and survival of can-
cer. 

f 

RECOGNIZING SUPERVISOR KARL 
RODEFER 

HON. TOM McCLINTOCK 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, December 4, 2020 

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Madam Speaker, I rise 
to recognize Karl Rodefer for his devoted 
service as a Tuolumne County Supervisor. 

First, however, I want to acknowledge and 
thank Colonel Rodefer for his years of expert 
advice in nominating the very best young men 
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